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claimed, were proceeding too fast. The resolutions
drawn up at the conference at Charlottetown and
adopted at the Quebec conference took into account,
they maintained, none of the democratic principles
honoured in the United States. A monarchical govern-
ment had no place in a republican America nor was it
possible to tolerate, as was suggested, a senate whose
members would be appointed for life instead of being
elected by popular vote. Moreover, the union, no
matter what its final form might be, could not prevent
the powerful neighbour from invading Canada at any
hour that it might choose, and war was certain. The
terms of the projected union did not even include
sufficient guarantees to assure the protection of the
rights of the French Canadians. On the contrary; for
one might talk as he pleased of federal union; under
a clever disguise it would be legislative union pure and
simple, bringing as a consequence the loss of privileges
which had been won at the cost of so much effort.
There were even some who pretended to believe, in this
connection, that annexation to the United States
offered fewer risks than the union of the colonies.

In all the provinces the debates went on for almost
three years, hotly, with animation, and at times even
epic in character, around the Quebec Resolutions
which were reshaped again and again. In the eyes of
certain English fanatics the French and Catholic
Canadians gained too much. Others maintained that
the powers granted to the central government were too
extensive, that too many sacrifices were being de-
manded of Lower Canada, or that the country was too
poor in resources to afford the luxury of a government
so onerous. Accusations and insults flew backwards